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Overview 
 

"Chinese Taipei" is the term used in various international organisations and tournaments for groups 

representing the Republic of China (ROC), a state commonly known as Taiwan. 

 

Due to the One-China principle stipulated by the People's Republic of China (PRC, China), Taiwan, was 

prohibited from using or displaying any of its national symbols such as national name, anthem and flag that 

would represent the statehood of Taiwan at international events. This dissension eventually came to a 

compromise when the term "Chinese Taipei" was first proposed in the Nagoya Resolution in 1979, whereby 

the ROC/Taiwan and the PRC/China recognize the right of participation to each other and remain as separate 

teams in any activities of the International Olympic Committee and its correlates. This term came into official 

use in 1981 following a name change of Olympic Committee of the ROC to Chinese Taipei Olympic 

Committee. Such arrangement later became a model for the ROC/Taiwan to continue participating in various 

international organisations and affairs in diplomacy other than the Olympic Games, including the World Trade 

Organization, the World Health Organization, and international pageants. 

 

In the aftermath of the Chinese Civil War in 1949, the People's Republic of China (PRC) was established and 

the nationalist Republic of China (ROC) government retreated to Taiwan, previously a Qing territory that was 

ceded to Japanese rule from 1895 until its surrender at the end of World War II in 1945. As time went on, the 

increased official recognition of the PRC in international activities, such as when accorded recognition in 

1971 by the United Nations, instead of that accorded previously to the ROC saw existing diplomatic relations 

transfer from Taipei to Beijing. The ROC needed to come to a beneficial conclusion to how it would be referred 

when there was participation by the PRC in the same forum. 

 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) recognised both the PRC and the ROC Olympic Committees in 

1954. In 1958, the PRC withdrew its membership from the IOC and nine other international sports 

organisations in protest against the two-Chinas policy. After the withdrawal of the PRC, the IOC had been 

using a number of names in international Olympic activities to differentiate the ROC from the PRC. "Formosa" 

was used at the 1960 Summer Olympics, and "Taiwan" was used in 1964 and 1968. In 1975, the PRC applied 

to rejoin the IOC as the sole sports organisation representing the whole China. The Taiwanese team, 

competing under the name of Republic of China at the previous Olympics, was refused to represent itself as 

the "Republic of China" or use "China" in its name by host Canadian government at the 1976 Summer 

Olympics. The IOC then voted to change the name of the ROC team to "Taiwan", which was rejected by the 

ROC, and the ROC announced withdrawal from the 1976 Summer Olympics a day before the opening 

ceremony. 

 

In April 1979, the IOC recognized the Olympic Committee of the PRC and maintained recognition of the 

Olympic Committee located in Taipei at the 81st IOC Session held in Montevideo. The resolution left 

problems relating to the names, anthems and flags of both committees unsolved. The PRC showed a 

willingness to allow Taiwan to be included in the IOC but objected to the resolution, reaffirming sports 

organisations in Taiwan must not use any of the emblems of the Republic of China.  

 

After the 81st Session, the IOC Executive Board designated the Olympic Committee in Beijing as the Chinese 

Olympic Committee, with the PRC's anthem, flag and emblem. The Olympic Committee in Taipei was 

designated as the Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee, with a different anthem, flag and emblem from those 

the ROC used and which must be approved by the executive board.  

 

Lord Killanin, the president of the IOC, submitted the resolution to IOC members for a postal vote following 

the conclusion of the IOC Executive Board meeting held in October 1979 in Nagoya. The resolution, known 

as the Nagoya Resolution, was approved in November 1979 by the IOC members, and later other 

international sports federations adopted the resolution. 

 



The Nagoya Resolution was welcomed by the PRC as the resolution followed the PRC's One China principle, 

whereas the ROC decided that the ROC Olympic Committee must strongly protest against the decisions. 

From November 1979, the ROC Olympic Committee and Taiwan's IOC member, Henry Hsu, filed a series of 

lawsuits in Lausanne against the IOC for annulment of the Nagoya Resolution. Taiwanese officials also 

boycotted the 1980 Winter and Summer Games in protest of not being allowed to use the ROC's official name, 

flag and national anthem. 

 

In 1980, the IOC amended the Olympic Charter so that all National Olympic Committees (NOCs) when 

participating in the Games could use delegation flags and anthems, instead of national ones. Juan Antonio 

Samaranch, the new president of the IOC, met Henry Hsu several times to discuss the ROC Olympic 

Committee's status in the IOC. In order for the youth to participate in the Olympic Games and counteract the 

PRC's strategy of isolating the ROC, the ROC government concluded that the ROC Olympic Committee 

should not withdraw from the IOC. 

 

In 1981, the ROC government formally accepted the name "Chinese Taipei". A flag bearing the emblem of 

its Olympic Committee against a white background as the Chinese Taipei Olympic flag was confirmed in 

January. Based on the Olympic Charter amended at the 82nd IOC Session, an agreement was signed on 23 

March in Lausanne by Juan Antonio Samaranch, the president of the IOC, and Shen Chia-ming, the president 

of the Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee (CTOC). The 1981 agreement, also known as the Lausanne 

Agreement, specified the name, flag and emblem of the CTOC. The CTOC is therefore entitled to be treated 

on the equal footing as other NOCs. In 1983, the National Flag Anthem of the Republic of China was chosen 

as the anthem of the Chinese Taipei delegation. Taiwan has competed under this name and flag exclusively 

at each Games since the 1984 Winter Olympics, as well as at the Paralympics and at other international 

events (with flags on which the Olympic rings are replaced by a symbol appropriate to the event). 

 

Chinese Taipei Deaf Sports Federation use the below flag and anthem in next page in respect of above 

reasons. 

  



Flag of Chinese Taipei used in the Deaflympics 

 

 
 

Colour Reference of Chinese Taipei Emblem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Chinese Taipei Anthem during Deaflympics 
Please go to the below weblink to download 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hJgP5W5Pp5CZkQHx99hTB6wEMpeRyYLw/view?usp=sharing 

 

The anthem is also used for Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee and Chinese Taipei Paralympic 

Committee. 

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hJgP5W5Pp5CZkQHx99hTB6wEMpeRyYLw/view?usp=sharing


Miscellaneous 
1. According to IOC NOC List-Protocol Order, TPE is listed in “T” as Attachment A. 

 

i. Wrong Order (A to Z) 

 
 

ii. Right Order (A to Z) 

 
 

2. To avoid any mistake in using “Chinese Taipei”, here is the reference that lists different languages 

issued by Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee as Attachment B..

Afghanistan 
AFG 

Brazil 
BRA 

Chinese Taipei 
TPE 

Denmark 
DEN 

Venezuela 
VEN 

Afghanistan 
AFG 

Denmark 
DEN 

 

Greece 
GRE 

Chinese Taipei 
TPE 

 

Venezuela 
VEN 

 



Attachment A 
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